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Packway Handle Band "Packway Handle Band" (Independent 2007)





Packway Handle Band prove too much to handle��The Packway Handle Band from Athens, Georgia will be appearing at The Celtic Connections Festival at the end of this month, and on the evidence of this their fourth record, they will be well worth catching.��PHB have taken some of the more traditional roots of country music and added their own harmonies, fine playing with a mix of their own material and covers such as ‘Earl The Duck’ a traditional song but a million miles away from the ‘Ugly Duckling and a sprightly version of Bill Monroe’s ‘Satan’s in Space’.��The five piece band take banjo, guitar, mandolin and fiddle and come up with a refreshing sound much in the way that Old Crow Medicine Show and Bonepony.��It’s pretty familiar territory and does not break any new ground, but PHB produce some fine roots Americana and will be worth catching at the end of January - check www.celticconnections.com for details.
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Celtic Connections Review: Packway Handle Band with Harem Scarem


Byline: Susan Mansfield


PACKWAY HANDLE BAND WITH HAREM SCAREM, ORAN MOR, GLASGOW ***


FORMED in Athens, Georgia, during a brief city-wide fascination with bluegrass, the Packway Handle Band are full of fresh-faced enthusiasm for their first European tour, punting a fast-paced traditional sound.


But the Packway Handles are sharper and more modern than they seem. Their lyrics come heavily laced with irony, satirising sacred cows from American rock music to fundamentalist religion. Then just when you think you've got them figured out, they spring out a cover version or a ballad about the gender of ducks.


However, despite the sweetness of their harmonies and the energy of their musicianship, they engaged the Oran Mor crowd only intermittently.


Openers Harem Scarem also work in a broadly traditional field with a modern twist and a sense of humour and again, there were plenty of surprises, from a Puerto Rican dance tune to Sarah McFadyen's "wee hippy song". But their subtler numbers were spoiled by the blethering from the back of the room. Next time, if you want to yack, go to the pub.
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