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Get a handle on the Packway boys

January 2008
THE Packway Handle Band, described as one of the world's top bluegrass bands, fly in to Scotland this month to headline their own show at Celtic Connections in Glasgow (Friday, January 25, at Oran Mor, with Harem Scarem).

And music lovers in Perthshire are in for a treat as the five-piece, described as “white hot”, have kept a promise to play here as well.

They play the Birnam Arts Centre on Saturday, January 26, the evening after their Celtic Connections gig.

UK audiences have been treated to a great diversity of roots music talent in recent times as interest in Americana has peaked to new heights.

Young, energetic and multi-talented bands such as Old Crow Medicine Show and Nickel Creek – both from bluegrass and mountain music backgrounds – led the initial charge and a new wave, including The Hunger Mountain Boys and The Avett Brothers followed to keep the momentum going. 

The Packway Handle Band are seen as the latest act to be turning on the masses.

The UK tour has been organised by the Brookfield-Knights agency – the same promoters who brought the hugely successful Master Musicians from The Crooked Road show to Scotland last year.

Bren Haldane of the Brookfield- Knights agency told the PA: “We put that package on in Birnam too and it attracted a big turnout, all of whom fell in love with the young bluegrass band, No Speed Limit.

“Well, The Packway Handle Band are definitely in the same league as them, except, they are much more experienced and have a better- established following in America.”

Bren explained that it is seven years since the five-piece exploded on to the US scene from their base in Athens, Georgia. Since then, their reputation has continued to grow and, in the intervening period, they have shone at major gatherings and been finalists on three consecutive occasions at the prestigious Telluride Bluegrass Festival – probably the single most important event of its kind.

“Just like many of their contemporaries, much of their appeal rests in an ability to bring a fresh vitality to the performance while honouring the past. In the process, they have built a huge “teens and twenties” fan base as well as keeping old-school aficionados happy.

“The band’s signature sound is based around tight three and four-part vocal harmonies and crisp playing, bolstered by an impressive brand of original material and well-considered covers.”
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