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Get a handle on some alt-bluegrass with Packway band
Jonathan Rich • published November 19, 2010 
BLACK MOUNTAIN – Athens, Ga., has produced a number of tremendous musical acts ranging from REM to the B-52s and Widespread Panic. Another star may be on the rise in the form of Packway Handle Band.
The five-piece “crowd around the mic” act has won accolades ranging from winning that town's Miller Light Battle of the Bands in 2003 to being named best bluegrass/Americana band by the readers of Flagpole Bluegrass magazine six years in a row, but guitarist/vocalist Josh Erwin says the band does not completely fit under the popular bluegrass banner.
“A quick, one-word description that we use to describe our sound is ‘alt-bluegrass' because that clarifies what we do a little more than just saying straight-up bluegrass,” he said
Another label that could just as easily be applied to the music is “fun,” as fiddle player Andrew Heaton is the inspiration for several of the band's more humorous musical songs such as “I'm Glad You've Got My Priorities So Straight,” “Walking Disaster” and the revealing “What Is a Packway Handle?”
“Honest to God, those are things he talks about all day,” Erwin said. “He doesn't consider it funny, but everybody laughs, and he takes it from there. All the answers about the name of our band are in that song.”
In addition an inspired take on traditional bluegrass music, the audience should expect some other oddities when Packway Handle works its way into Pisgah Brewing Co.
“A staple of ours is the Violent Femmes song ‘American Music.' That's a really fun one, but we've also done INXS, Cars and Leonard Cohen covers with a bluegrass sound,” Erwin said.
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