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Athen’s ‘Best Bluegrass Band’ returns to Auburn
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As natives of the college music Mecca of Athens, Ga., the Packway Handle Band have been holding their own against some of the best young bands around today for almost a decade. And as a young bluegrass quintet known for their four-part, gather-round-the-mic harmonies, it’s always a battle to keep their music fun and new.

Nearing their 10th year together as a band, the bluegrass enthusiasts from the Packway Handle Band have recognized that the genre has the potential to get mired in the past and turn off younger audiences. It’s this realization that has led the group to their unique blend of modern elements with traditional remnants of the past. With everything from Americana ballads to re-workings of Madonna’s “Like a Prayer,” The Packway Handle Band keep the audience on their toes, attracting fans of all musical backgrounds.

Since forming in Athens in the early 2000’s, the Packway Handle Band have received numerous awards, both regionally and nationally, including the top prize at Athens’ 2003 Miller Lite Battle of the Band. The group has been recognized as Athen’s “Best Bluegrass Band” multiple times and have been selected as finalists at the Telluride Bluegrass Festival numerous times as well. 

The group has toured nationally, sharing the stage with bluegrass legends like Ralph Stanley and the Yonder Mountain String Band. And despite having a few albums under their belts, the Packway Handle Band isn’t resting on their laurels. The group is currently promoting their newest, highly-anticipated album, “What Are We Going to Do Now?”.

The Packway Handle Band will be performing at the Olde Auburn Ale House on Friday, Nov. 12. Make sure to check out at packwayhandle.com and myspace.com/thepackwayhandleband for some exciting tunes and upcoming tour dates.
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