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Joy, heartache tucked into engaging bluegrass
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Bluegrass band Packway Handle will perform at the Strutting Duck this Friday, Feb 26.

The most important aspect of bluegrass music is diversity. As enjoyable as bluegrass can be, when every song sounds the same it can ruin the experience rather quickly. So for those looking for their next favorite bluegrass band, Packway Handle Band is definitely the next place to look.

If you haven’t heard of Packway Handle yet, it is about time you did. The perpetually touring Athens, Ga., quintet has been named the best Americana band by Flagpole Magazine for the last seven years in a row and let me just say, they deserve every award.

The song “Gets Me Everytime” is a veritable bluegrass anthem. Complete with a fast-paced lead mandolin line, swooning fiddle accents and tongue-twisting vocals, the song is everything a bluegrass enthusiast could ask for. 

Despite their obvious musical proficiency, the most engaging aspect of Packway Handle’s music is their understanding of what it embodies. Each song is packed with the joys and heartbreaks that can accompany a southern summer’s day. Every track is filled with the rich tradition of bluegrass, yet each stands alone as something unique and new to the scene.

Basically, what I’m trying to say is go see Packway Handle.

If you like bluegrass music, you will not regret it. Packway Handle Band will play the Strutting Duck on Friday, Feb. 26. 

Preview their music at myspace.com/thepackwyhandleband.

