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Packway shines through a storm
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Few bands are worth standing out in the rain for. The Packway Handle Band is.
Packway closed out the AthFest Lumpkin Stage card Friday night, but just as they were set to start up, the rain started coming down.
Many of the hundreds that had gathered went to seek shelter, either in the nearby beer tent or in the drive-thru lanes at the bank across the street. A few wise ones who brought umbrellas became the envy of the scene.
Under the bank, stories of drunken nights, pretty women and people of Wal-Mart cooked up. And these weren't short stories. Their tellers clearly realized they weren't going anywhere for a while.
The rain wasn't a monsoon, but it was more than a sprinkle.
Most golfers would not play in this weather.
Throw in the lightning that was crashing in the distance, and a rock concert seemed like a bad idea.
Then again, Packway is not a rock band. Bluegrass fits them better, but that genre doesn't fit all that well, either.
Whatever their music is, when they came up on stage and started thrashing banjos, fiddles, mandolins and harmonies, the rain didn't matter anymore.
The five members and a few friends made a horseshoe around the lone mic stand and took turns around the horn with the lead.
Packway's blend of speed and breakdowns, mixed with lyrics about cocaine binges and getting saved, created a vortex.
The rain moved out, and the crowd moved in.
Toward the end of the set, there were several hundred damp fans tapping their feet. Our own Erin France (regional news reporter) had resorted to taking off her shoes and dancing like a hippy.
This was fine hippy music, at least until the last song. That's when the Packway members jumped off into the crowd.
A bluegrass mosh pit.
One has to wonder if Packway will bring a similar show when they headline the second day of the Classic City American Music Festival at The Melting Point on Sunday.
If they bring half the energy they had on this rain-soaked Friday evening, they'll be a must-see.
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